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Stated Meeting, April 16. 

Present, eighteen members. 

Judge Kane, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

A letter was read from the President of the Corporation of 
Harvard College, dated Cambridge, Mass., March 16, 1852, 
acknowledging the receipt of No. 47 of the Proceedings of 
the Society. 

The following donations were announced: — 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Flora Batava, of Afbeelding en Beschrijving van Nederlandsche 
Gewassen. door wijlen Jan Kops, vervolgd door P. M. E. Ge- 
vers Deijnoot. 166 Aflevering. Amsterdam. 4to. — From H. 
M. the King of the Netherlands. 

The Eighteenth Annual Report of the Royal Cornwall Polytechnic 
Society. 1850. Falmouth. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History. March, 1852. 
Boston. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Journal of the Franklin Institute. Third Series. Vol. XXIII. No. 4. 
April, 1852. Philadelphia. 8vo. — From the Institute. 

The African Repository. Vol. XXVIII. Nos. 3 and 4. March 
and April, 1852. Washington. 8vo. — From the Am. Coloni- 
sation Society. 

Annals of the Minnesota Historical Society, 1 852 : containing the 
Annual Address, by J. H. Simpson, 1st Lieut. Corps Topogra- 
phical Engineers, and other Papers. Published by order of the 
Executive Council. St. Paul, Min. 8vo. — From the Society. 

Second Report on Meteorology to the Secretary of the Navy, Nov. 
12, 1849. By James P. Espy. Washington. 4to. — From Hon. 
James Cooper, U. S. Senate. 

Memorial of Alfred Guthrie, a practical engineer, submitting the Re- 
sults of an Investigation made by him into the Causes of the 
Explosion of Steam Boilers. Washington, Feb. 1852. 8vo. — 
From the same. 

Executive Documents, 2d Session of 31st Congress, 1850-51. 8 vols. 

Senate Documents, „ „ 5 „ 

D. Do. Miscellaneous, „ „ 1 vol. 
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Senate Reports, 2d Session of 31st Congress, 1850-51, 1 vol. 

Senate Journal, „ „ 1 „ 

House Journal, „ „ 1 „ 

House Miscellaneous Documents, „ 1 ,, 

„ Reports of Committees, „ 1 „ 

Washington. 8vo. — From the Department of State. 

The Committee appointed at the last meeting, to which was 
referred Mr. Lea's paper on the Fossil Footmarks, made report, 
recommending its publication in the Transactions of the Soci- 
ety, which was ordered accordingly. 

Mr. Tilghman called the attention of the Society to the pro- 
duction of a large quantity of the Cyanide of Potassium in the 
working of the iron furnaces in Scotland, and to the importance 
of this phenomenon, both in a theoretical and practical point of 
view. Minute quantities of the salts of potassa had been found 
by Messrs. Bunsen and Playfair, both in the ore and in the 
coal, particularly in the former, — and Mr. Tilghman thought 
that it is possible that the remarkable difference in facility of 
reduction, which is known to exist between closely similar 
ores, may depend upon the presence of a greater or less quan- 
tity of this base in the ore. 

The stated business of the meeting, the election of members, 
was postponed in consequence of there not being the requisite 
quorum present. 

The Committee of Finance reported progress on the subject 
referred to them at the last meeting. 

On motion of Mr. Fraley, the Secretary was directed to ad- 
dress a letter to Mr. Richard Parish, of Hamburg, as executor 
of Mr. David Parish, inquiring whether any disposition had 
been made in the will of the said David Parish, as to the col- 
lection of coins and medals deposited by him with this Soci- 
ety, or whether the executors wish to withdraw them. 

On motion of Mr. Fraley, the Secretaries were authorized 
to furnish Peter A. Browne, Esq., with a copy of the Report 
of the Committee on the Collection of Wools sent to Mr. 
Browne by the King of Saxony. 

On motion of Dr. Hays, a set of the casts of the Mastodon 
bones, in the possession of the Society, was directed to be 
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presented to the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadel- 
phia. 

On motion of Mr. Fraley, a Committee was appointed, to 
which was referred the Laws of the Society, with instructions 
to report whether any, and if any, what amendments shall be 
made therein: — and Mr. Fraley, Judge Kane, and Mr. J. G. 
Morris were appointed as said Committee. 

There being no quorum present for the election of members, 
the following nominations were adjourned to the next meeting, 
by the members proposing them, viz: No. 271, by Mr. Fraley; 
272, by Dr. Harris; 273 and 274 by Prof. Kendall; 280, 281 
and 282, by Mr. Lea. 



Stated Meeting, May 7. 

Dr. Franklin Bache, Vice-President, in the Chair. 

Present, twenty-seven members. 

A letter was read from the Hon. Daniel Webster, Secretary 
of State, dated Washington, 13th April, 1852, announcing the 
donation of 21 volumes of Congressional Documents, for the 
Society's Library : — 

And one from M. Michel Chevalier, of Paris, dated April 
18, 1852, acknowledging the receipt of notice of his election 
as a member of the Society. 

The following donations were announced : — 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

Quarterly Journal of the Geological Society. Vol. VIII. Part 1. 

No. 29. Feb. 1852. London. 8vo. — From the Society. 
Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical Society. Vol. XII. 

No. 4. Feb. 13, 1852. London. 8vo. — From the Society. 
Proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History ; March, 

1852. Boston. 8vo. — From the Society. 
Flora Batava, of Afbeelding en Beschrijving van Nederlandsche 

Gewassen : door wijlen Jan Kops. Hoogleerar te Utrecht : ver- 

volgd door P. M. E. Gevers Deijnoot, op Heidepark bij Nijmegen. 



